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The STATE of the CASE be- 
tween Mr. BEDFORD and Mr. 
CATCOTT. 


R. Bedford in his late Perfor- 
mance, having managed the 
Diſpute 


between us in fuch a 
Manner as 1 ſhall not imitate, and wan- 
dered into Paths, where I ſhall not follow 
him, partly becauſe I dare not make uſe 
of ſuch Methods, as he has employed 
An 


Jiſpute endleſs: 
fince were I to 2 9 his ' manifold 
Perverſions of my Meaning, (which a Man 
of Senſe cannot, and a Man of Candour 
will not miftake) ſhew the Falſeneſs of 
his Suggeſtions, and lay open the De- 
* he might (ſince he 
thinks himſelf at Liberty to fay what- 
ever he pleaſes of an Adveriary) draw 
out the next r 


d Lafily, and perhaps clap a dozen 


freſh Herefies on my Back : Or were I to 


explain the radical Mcaning of every He- 
A 2 ' brew 


(4+) 


brew Word, which he is pleaſed to drag 
into the Controverly, by a be 
cannot ſee how the Senſe holds, when 
applied to ſuch or ſuch a Subject, he 
might proceed in the fame Manner of 
finding new Matter for me to work up- 
on, till we had gone through the whole 
Hebrew Bible. For theſe Reaſons there- 
fore I ſhall ſet the State of the Caſe be- 
fore the Reader, as briefly as I 
and there let the Matter reſt for the 


I had afferted in my Sermon p. 9. that 
Elahim is «© a Name or Noun derived 
« from Alah, which as a Verb, fignifies 
t to confirm by Oath, to bind a Perſon 
« to fulfill certain Terms under the 
« Penalty of a conditional Malediction; 
« As a Name or Appellation, when ap- 
« plied to a Perſon, a Swearer to a Co- 
« venant; As a Noun, when expreſſroe 
« of an Aion, an Oath : That it occurs 
« about times in SS. and always 
« in % Sake That this Term was 
« applied to thoſe Perſons who created 
« the World, Gen. i. 1. ii. 4. That Je- 
cc hovah Elahim occurred in innumerable 
» Places 


(5) 
« Places in 88; That it was ſaid, 
4 Pfa. xvini. 3 1. If. xlv. 8. Who is Elaab 
« (a ) execrated but Fehovah ? 
6 8 Te — bence we were informed 
« that the Perſons in Jehovah had, before 
« the World was made, performed an 
« AF, which had denommated them E- 
« Jahim or Covenanters: That the Sub- 
« flance of this Covenant was to redeem 
« Mankind; which was to be effected by 
4 the Sufferings and Death of the ſecond 
« Perſon, for, and in the flead of Man, 
« in caſe Man fell. 

To prevent Miſtakes, and foreſtall thoſe 
Charges which Mr. Bedford hath 
againſt me, in both his Performances, I 
faid yet farther, © That indeed it was not 
« poſſeble, either for them to falfify their 
« Obligation, or to ſuffer Penalty, but 
& that there was no other Word, 
« which the Idea of this Tranſaftion, be- 
« tween the Elabim, could be 
« to Man, but this. In my Anſwer 1 
opened yet farther the Senſe and Con- 
ſtruction of Elaab, by ſhewing, both 
that it was, and why it was a Participle 
Paſfrve, and was applicable to the ſecond 
Perſon 


(6) 


actually execrated, in. Paul's Words, 
be made @ Curſe for Mankind; and for 
that Reaſon it never occurred in the plu- 
ral Number; the Word Elabim, fignify- 
ing Perſons bound under a conditional 
Malediction, being always written with- 
out the Letter Van. And to t 
Cavils, or being with Conſe- 
quences, which I did not intend to make, 
I added (as I had before done in the Caſe 
of Elabim in the Sermon) © That Chrif 
« indeed, as be was [chovah, could not 
« ſuffer Pains or Penalties, any more 
* than could the other wo (by the way, 
this Expreſſion ſhewed fufficiently that I 
ſpoke of a Trinity of Perſons) ** but yet 
e tbe Perſon i 5 was to become obnoxious 
« % the Maledifion, and the Man who 
« actually underwent it, was Jehovah. 

On the Senſe of this Word Alab, was 
hid 'the Foundation of the Sermon, but 
I had taken in one or two collateral Proofs. 
I obſerved that the Cherubim was an 
Emblem of what the Perſons in Jebovab, 
or the Great Ones, had obliged them- 
ſelves to perform; and I aſſmed (and 


1 repeated 


Perſononly, becauſe he only was to become 


Sa 


repeated the Challenge in my Anfwer,) 
« That not one Text could be 
that by 


« from whence it could be 
« the Cherubim are meant an Order of 
« Angels. And I obſerved alſo, © That 
« of the Words which we find rendered to 
« make a Covenant, one always figni- 
4 fied 10 cur, or 10 cut off, and the other 
« of the root Bar or Barar, akvays 
I and 
| ©« ] fhewed from two ages of SS. 
© Jer. ii. 22. 2 Ml i. 2 Gear L 
meant the Means of away 
Pollution: And I now add farther, that 
from theſe Texts the Senſe is determined 
to be ace, and not, as Mr. Bedford aſ- 
ſerts, paſſroe. 

At the End of my Sermon, I referred 
my Reader for further Evidence, about 
the Senſe of the Words and Things ex- 
plained in it, „ N Some 
Thoughts Religion, &c. And were I 
n 
Mr. Hutchinſon has ſuch irre- 
ſiſtible Teſtimony from the Hebrew SS. 
for the Senſe of theſe Words, that I 
— 4 


68) 
ſent from what He and I have aſſerted 
about them, I might fill whole Pages. 
In the ix | ſtated the Caſe at large, 
why the inſpired Writers in Greek, had 
uſed the fame Words for Elahim, and 
others relating to the Oeconomy of Man's 
Redemption, as the proven before 
had made uſe of in their Tranſlation. 

Now fince Mr. Bedford, neither in his 
Obſervations, nor Examination, has pro- 
duced ane Text, where the Words Aab 
Garath, and Berith, ever bear any other 
Si , than that I have aſſigned to 
them; nor 2 — (of his fix 


bundred) where Elabim had a Yau in the 
Paſſage from 


plural Number; nor a fengle 
8. in Proof that the Cherubim were 
created Spirits; nor offered one Word in 
Defence of bis In tions and Altera- 
tions of the Senſe of the Words uſed by 
Ezechiel, in his Deſcription of the Che- 
rubim; nor produced a fingle Objection 
to what I had advanced in relation to 

the Septuagint and the Neu Teftament ; 
nor taken any Notice of the additional 
Evidence, produced by Mr. Hutchinſon, 
for the Senſe of the Participle Aloab, nor 


(9) 
offered any to the Diſtinction 
Gr 
the Senſe of Alab and that of Niſbbang 
and the Name Rab, or his farther Expli- 


cation of the Cherubim from SI 


tions; nor, (fo far as can be judged 
both his Performances) ſo much as looked 
reatiſe recommended to my 


into the 77 
Reader's Peruſal, much leſs hath conſulted 
Mr. Hutchinſen's former Works (which 
he not ought to have done, but to 
have confuted what was therein advanced) 
from all this I fay, tis plain, that the 
Diſpute, ſo far as the Evidence 
produced from the Hebrew SS. ſtands 
exactly on the fame footing as it did be- 
fore he wrote his Examination. 

The only new ment produced in 
his laſt Performance (from p. 68. to 86.) 
is this, © The horrible Conſequences which 
« attend the Dactrines, which Mr. Hut- 
« chinſon and Mr. Catcott have attempt- 
ed to impoſe upon the World. Now this 


into Form runs thus: 


Doctrines that are attended with horrible 


of introducing Freethink- 
ing, Deiſm, and Hereſies cannot be re- 
B 


vealed 


( 20) 
vealed in 88. But the Doctrines which 
Mr. Hand Mr. C. have attempted to im- 
oſe upon the World, are attended with 
the horrible of introducing 
Freethinking, Deiſm, and Hereſies; There- 
fore, the Doctrines, which Mr. H. and 
Mr. C. have attempted to impoſe upon 
the 1 be revealed in 88.— 
Now this Way of Arguing is exactly the 
. uſe of againſt 
the Reformers; They fled from the Evi- 
dence of SS. and laid to their 
Charge, Love of Novelty and Singular i- 
iy, Fondneſs of being Heads of a Pari, 
and Pride, and accuſed them of being 
troducing Confufions and Hereſies into the 
Church of Chrift: Neither were they the 
fir, who inſtead of confuting their Ad- 
verfaries from S8. betook themſelves to 
the Arts of Calumny, in order to make 
them appear odious to the World, and 
thereby to ſtop the Progreſs of Truth : 
There was a Time when the Publiſhers 
of the Goſpel were accuſed of Hereſy, 
and ſtiled peſti/ent Fellows, and Movers of 


Sedition, and ſuch as had turned the World 


(11 
1 But Truth did prevail, and 
ac could have had 
any Effet, neither could 

have firſt made its Way into the W 
nor could the Corruptions introduced 
into it ſince ever have been amended. 


uſc towards determining any Controverſy : 
For a Man has no more to do, in order 
to overthrow the Aſſertions of an Adver- 
fary, than to give his Thoughts and Pen 


what Liberty he pleaſes, and affix fuch 
Conſequences as he thinks moſt horrible 


to his Opponent's Opinion, and the Work 
is done 


Yet farther, if this be the Way to fi- 
lence drawn from SS. thoſe 
Writings can be of no Service to us, as 
they are a Rule of Action. For ſup- 


himſelf a 1 and aſſure him that 
Fornication was condemned, and in caſe he 


could not abſtain, Marriage was required 
of him, by the Laws of God; "bs 


B 2 Perſon 


( 12 ) 


„ Pct chang — 


might — 


ponents — 


againſt me. Now how is this Man to be 
anſwered? by followi 

all his Fallacies and F 
or by 


producing 8 
Words of SS. againſt him. Be this the 
Caſe between Mr. Bedford and me. 

Quite through the whole Management 
of this Affair, he has declined, or endea- 
voured to invalidate the Evidence pro- 
duced from SS. and our Side agai 
his Aﬀertions. Thus he will allow ab, 
Carath, and Berith to ſignify what we 
fay they mean in any other Part of 88. 
but they muſt by no Means do fo, in the 


88. 


Texts produced uſtification of 


en 


cover the Senſe of any Word, mm 4 


owing him Step by Step | 
alſhoods, 


= 


613) 

the Fewiſß Interpretations, and is mas. 
2 
determinate Meaning, and alſo is, in cf. 
fea, ſaying, that they were uſed in fuch 
a Senſe in one as may ſerve to 
miſlead us in Matters of the Mo- 
ment in others, as I obſerved in my A 
farther, how can we prove one 
n 
Bedford were required to prove the Domi- 
nion of God, and he ſhould attempt to do 
fo from Dent. x. 17. R 
; or if he choſe 


« him is Lord of Lords 

rather to do fo Words uſed in the 
Engliſþ Tranſlation, as the Lord God, or 
the Lord is God, or God is the Lord, and 
it ſhould be replied to him, in his own 
Words to me, That this might be allowed 
& him, when the Word Lord is not joined 
«© zo God, but not then; or thus, © That 
« the Word fignifies Dominion 1 
te readily allow, but then it rag . 
« ſpoken of Men and never of the ble 


— 47 „ 
10 


Aſſertions 
SS. I wonder what he would ſay. 


rinity of Perſons (for that there 
were more than three, the Devil himſelf 
did never ſuggeſt) in Jehovah, and the 
true and proper Divinity, and Incarna- 
tion and meritorious Death of Chriſt, was 
an Apoſtate. It is true in my Anſwer, 
on a that there were ſeveral 
Hands concerned in the Ob/ervations, I 
did call for a more explicite Account of 
the Perſon's Creed, who wrote ſome Paſ- 
ages in that Book, than he had there 
given to us; me 
taken wholly on himſelf the Compoſition 
of the Obſervations, and alſo given us an 
Orthodox Confeſſion in his laſt Perior- 


( 15 ) 
3 
— 1 uſed Mr. Bedford, (to 
whom I never in my Life gave any Pro- 
cute, ado we} as 
ther unknown) in ſo rude a Manner, as 
he did me, I would have begged his 
I ſhall conclude with this Syllogiſm, 
which will bring Mr. Bedford back tothe 
Caſe in Point; it is but his own Argu- 
ment inverted. To propoſe to the World 
ſuch Doctrines as are expreſly and ratidem 
verbis revealed and afferted in the 88. 
can never be the Cauſe of introducing 
Freethinking, Deiſm and Hereſy; but 
what I have faid both in my Sermon and 
Anſwer, hath been to propoſe to the 
World ſuch Doctrines, as are expreſly, and 
totidem verbis, revealed in SS. Therefore, 
both what I have faid in my Sermon and 
Anſwer, can never be the Cauſe of intro- 


ducing Freethinking, Deiſm, and Hereſy. 


P. S. Though I did not at firſt intend 
to take any more Notice of the Examina- 
tion, becauſe every one who has read my 


Anſwer cannot but ſee, bow Mr. Been 


(16) 


has perverted ot miſrepreſented my Mean- 
ing, quite through his laſt Performance, 
yet, left he ſhould fay, that my Silence 
renne 
follows, as an Anſwer. 
In ſeveral Places he blends Mr. Hut- 
chinſon's Words and mine 
order to lay 


eee 

* « br har 7 — al 
nothing to me in what Man- 
ner Mr. — has expreſſed him- 
ſelf, yet it appears to me, that Mr. Bed- 
. 4 yer p. 9. on purpoſe 
| wo pervert bas Senſe, which is, I think, 
noother than, zbe Devil ordained Ma- 
« homet, or that Mabomet was the Mi- 
* miſter of the Devil. 
P. 8. He makes a tion that Mr. 
H. and I worſpip the Devil; a little lower, 
he finds fault with me, for ſuppoſing Mr. 
H. to be in the other World. 
Would his Charity have me fend Mr. H. 
to the fame Place, as he has deftined for 
me; Obſervations p. 10. among the Devils 
and damned Spirits ? P. 9. 


617) 


I know no one that denies the 


I cited Deut. xxix. 12. 
where the Text ſays, © his Oath, i. e. 
« Jehovah's; and be made it this Day; 
« J. e. faith Mr. Bedford, this is called 
« the Oath of God, not becauſe be was 
« the Swearer, but becauſe he command- 
« od the Ifraclites to pronounce Curſes 
« (many days after) on Mownt Ebal. 
What Band can hold this Proteus? 
Lid. He ſhould have remembred that 
my Patrons were once bis, when he paſ- 
But I know the reaſon of his Reſentment. 
P. x7. He ſays, He ſearched the 59. 
with an humble Defire to be informed by 
them; and be (I) ſearched them with a 
Defign to carp at them, that be migbt 
make bimſelf the Head of a Party. I faid 
i Anſwer, p. 83, 85. That I could 
into Men's Hearts, neither pre- 


(18 ) 
it; to which he has returned no An- 


ſwer. 


P. 20. He confounds (on purpoſe) what 


I faid of the ad on one Occaſion, with 
what I faid of it on another. 


P. 22. We muſt not inſert Words, 
which alter the Senſe of the Hebrew Text, 
as Mr. Bedford took upon him to do. 

P. 25. He owns that Elabim is plural, 
and that it fitly repreſents a Plurality of 
Perſons in Febovah. But yet (lays he) it 
may be fitly tranſlated by a "I, ord in the 

ngular Number. Of this hereafter. 

P. 29. I condemned the Jewiſh Me- 
thods of interpreting the SS. in the Intro- 
duction before the Text, and in the Body 
of the Sermon, and that was proteſting 
againſt the Authority of their Gram- 
mars, Lexicons, &c. 

P. 31, 32. I never allowed the Hebrew 
Text to be corrupted by the Jeus; on 
the , 1] aflerted © That the Hand 
* of Febovab bad kept them jrom altering 
« the Letter of the Text. 

P. 32. Our Saviour faid Elos, fingular, 
not Elabim, plural; the Man ſpoke to 

the ſecond Perſon, who was confederate 
© with 


(19) 

with him to redeem Mankind, to whom 
he was perſonally united, and who was 
to be ſeparated from the Manhood (or 
at leaſt from the Body of Jeſus) from juſt 
before his Death, to.the Time of his Re- 
ſurrection, which Separation was then 
immediately to enſue, when Chrift ſpoke 


produced 


by Dr. Prideauzx proves, that the Points 


| faid to me about the Arabic, he may 


were not invented, till many Years after 
our Lord's Converſation upon Earth. 


Barter; the laſt of which has treated 


much in the ſame Manner, 
as Mr. Bedford has uſed me. 

P. 38. EN that by Titile, 
= meant one of the Pals 
Ibid. "Tis plain that I fpoke only of 
the Obligation Preachers or ors of 
the Word of God lay under, to underſtand 
the Hebrew SS. What Mr. Bedford has 


apply to himſelf, as to the Welb. 
C2 F.:0 0: 
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P. 39. 58. Though all that was neceſ- 
for Man to know, in order to ſup- 
him after his Fall, was included in 
Cherubim, yet the Explication of 
might be, and 


I 

all the Promiſes were given, and the SS. 
written on purpoſe to explain what was 
therein contained; nor was the Explica- 
tion of every Part thereof entirely fulfilled, 
and committed to Writing, beforc St. 
Jahn compoſed the Nevelations; and 
Chrift could not explain he Hebrew &&. 
to his Diſciples (as we know he did) with- 
out explaining ſome Part or other of that 

P. 40. Mr. Bedford has not produced 
the Writings of one Rabbi ſo antient as 
St. Pauls Epiſtle to the Galatians, nor 
any Author in whom the Doctrines, 
which I ſpoke againſt, are extant, be- 
fore Philo; nor any who mentions the 
Sadducees as extant, before the Ti * 


. 


| 


( 2x ) 


of our Saviour. He 


he ſays, on 
* , and I fay, Dr. 
x 14 2 Tee ofthe Rb 
are not worth 
i . autbentic Evi- 
2 and told him before, I knew, as 
well as he, what uſed to be faid on theſe 
Accounts. 
P. 41. I had not forgot the Goſpels, 
for I faid they mentioned the Sadducees; 
but referred to the s, becauſe there 
we have an Account of oze Tenet more of 
the Sadducees, than we find mentioned 
in the Goſpels. 

P. 42. Though the Word bleſſed does 
not evade the Perſonality, yet the Word 
one does. 

P. 46. I uſed the Word is, becauſe it 
was in the Engliſh Tranſlation; Mr. 
Hutchinſon has obſerved, that there is no 
Verb Subſtantive in the Hebrew; and I 
bad myſelf ſo fully in regard 
to the uſe of the Term execrated, that no 
one could miftake me, but He that had 
a mind to do fo. 
1hid. Had they not been firſt made na- 
ked, they had had no need of being 
cloathed. Ihid 


(22) 

- Bid. There are more Inſtances of the 
fame manner of Formation, which he 
may look for if he pleaſes. 

P. 48. The Afexes and Prefixes are 
Parts of, or Subſtitutes for Pronouns, and 
determine the Circumſtances of Time, 
Perſon, Poſſeſſion, and their Senſe is not 
included inthe Root, but ſuper- added to 
it by their Conj with it, ſo that 
every Root ſo encreaſed, is truly a com- 
pound Word. 
P. 49. He did not write created Pow- 
ers, by accident, (as he fays) but with = 
ſign of making me ſeem to ſay 
| Philo does, and Fobins — hn aan 
me, of allow SY Cherubim to have 
been Spirits, but not created Spirits. 
Obſervations, 27. & ſeg. Anſwer, 63. 

P. 51. The Senſe 4 dlabiirn, as uſe 
by St Paul, has been given by Mr. 
Hutchinſon, Uſe of Reaſon, 348, and by 
Mr. Holloway in his Sermon. 

P. 54. Though Chriſt ſpoke the Sy- 
riac Language, yet he quoted the He- 
| brew 88. 

14g. "Twas enough for me to prove, 
that Jiſchen meant, thence forwards be 
#nDabiis. P. 56. 


( 23) 
P. 56. 58. Mr. Bedford"s Proofs from 
che Accidence, and Que genus, and Ele- 
ments of Rhetoric, and yy Argument 
drawn from Noah's performing the fame 
Office for the Beaſts, &c. when they en- 
tered into Covenant with God, as God- 
fathers do for Infants at their Baptiſm, I 
have nothing to fay to. 
P. 64. I never once faid, 
wrote, that the Knowledge and Profeſ- 
fion of the Fundamental Points of Chrif- 
tianity were loſt ; nor that the Gates of 
Hell fbould prevail againſt the Church; 
but what I hid was this that though the 
Chriſtians of the firſt Age underſtood the 
Hebrew 88. yet thoſe of the fi 


ones neglected the Study of them; fo 
long the Knowledge of 


that fl, by 
ing the Jewiſß Rules and mance of in- 
terpreting them, they could not produce 
the Evidence contained in them for Chrif- 
tianity: As Mr. Hutchinſon has more 
than once faid, ſo fay I, that as they be- 
lieved, ale cacti for the Funda- 
mental Points of the Chriſtian Doctrine; 


but could not produce the Original, ge- 


nuine, PTY = given on |. 


their ide. And this is too true to be de- ) 
nied. Now the Evidence, which they 
could not produce, is that which we are 
endeavouring to recover. 

P. 8x. I. 21, 22. is entirely falſe. 1 
meant the Evidence of zhe whole He- 
brew SS. 
P. 82. If it be fo to render 
Elabim plural, Gods plural; then tis un- 

dqpahle, that the Senſe, which we put 
upon the Word God or Gods, cannot be 
the fame as the Hebrews put upon Ela 
Bim: but fure it cannot be to 
give, in any other Language, the true 
Senſe of a Word dictated in the Hebrew 
by the Holy Ghoſt. It is as daring a Pre- 
ſumption to make Elabim bear a Senſe 
B 
bear a Senſe plural. 
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